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Readiness



About the 
PSAT 8/9
• What is the PSAT?
• What does the PSAT measure?
• How is the PSAT scored?
• How can we use the PSAT scores?



What is the PSAT?
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• The SAT® Suite of Assessments is an integrated 
system of tests that includes the SAT (for 
students in grades 11 and 12),

• the PSAT/NMSQT® and the PSAT™ 10 (for 
grades 10 and 11),

• the PSAT™ 8/9 (for grades 8 and 9).
• The tests measure the same skills and 

knowledge in grade appropriate ways. 
• They work together to show college readiness 

over time so educators, students, and parents 
can monitor student progress. 

• Their content reflects the kinds of meaningful, 
engaging, and challenging work that students 
find in the best middle and high school courses 
taught today. 



What does the 
PSAT measure?

4

• The PSAT 8/9 measures the skills and knowledge that 
research shows are most essential for college and career 
readiness and success, at the level of content and skill 
appropriate for eighth and ninth grades. 

• The Reading Test
• comprehension and reasoning skills and focuses on 

close reading of passages in a wide array of subject 
areas.

• The Writing and Language Test 
• command of evidence, expression of ideas, and the 

use of standard English conventions in grammar and 
punctuation. 

• The Math Test
• emphasis on problem solving, modeling, using tools 

strategically, and using algebraic structure. 



How is the PSAT 
scored?
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• Students receive a total score that is the 
sum of their scores on the two sections 
(Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, 
and Math).

• To calculate section scores, we first 
compute the student’s raw score—the 
number of questions correctly answered—
for each section. 

• Nothing is deducted for incorrect answers 
or for unanswered questions. 

• Each of the raw section scores to a scaled 
score of 160 to 760. 

• The scaled scores are the scores 
provided on score reports.



How can we use 
the PSAT scores?
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• The student score report clearly 
summarizes a student’s current 
achievement levels and encourages 
next steps for academic progress. 

• The score may help in :
• Tracking student progress towards 

college readiness
• Identifying strengths and 

weaknesses
• Helping students decide on next 

steps



Understanding 
My Paper 
Score Report



What Are
My Scores?

PSAT Score

• Total Score is 960

• Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing score is 430  

• Math score is 530



What Are My 
Score Percentiles?
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Nationally Representative Sample 
Percentile

• Total Score 51st Percentile

• Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing 31st Percentile 

• Math, 69th Percentile



What Are
My Scores? (cont.)

Test scores, cross-test scores, 
and subscores give students 
insightful information about 
their strengths and areas for 
improvement.
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What Are My 
Score Ranges?
PSAT/NMSQT® scores should 
be interpreted as ranges 
rather than singular points.
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What Are My 
Areas of 
Strength?
What Skills
Do I Need
to Build?
Your Scores: Next Steps
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End of 
Presentation



What Are My 
Next Steps?
• Continue to take challenging 

courses in high school
• Link scores with Khan Academy®

• Set up a practice plan and stick to it
• Utilize other resources to research 

and prepare for college



Official SAT®

Practice with 
Khan Academy®—
It’s FREE!
• Go to satpractice.org and create a 

free account.

• Get personalized recommendations. 
Link your Khan Academy account to 
your College Board account to 
import past SAT Suite results, or 
take diagnostic quizzes to get 
personalized recommendations.

• Create a study plan. Select a test 
date and set up a practice schedule.



How Can I
Practice with
Khan Academy®?
Watch a video introducing 
Official SAT Practice on
Khan Academy

• Thousands of practice questions and videos covering 
every SAT® concept

• Six official, full-length SAT practice tests with more to come

• Personalized recommendations based on each student’s 
strengths and weaknesses

• Tailored practice schedule mapping out each students’ 
path to test day

• SAT tips and strategies, sharing information about each 
part of the test
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What Steps Will I 
Follow to Link My 
College Board 
Account to Khan 
Academy®?

Step 1
Log in or create a Khan Academy account.

Step 2
When prompted, agree to link your Khan Academy
and College Board accounts. You will then be directed to
collegeboard.org.

Step 3
Sign in or create a College Board account.

Step 4
When prompted, hit “Send” to authorize the account linking.

Step 5
Start practicing on Official SAT® Practice on Khan Academy!
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How Can I Link My 
College Board and
Khan Academy®

Accounts?
• After successfully logging in to your 

College Board account, you will be 
asked to authorize the account 
linking.

• After clicking “Send,” you will be 
redirected to SAT® Practice on the 
Khan Academy site. 

• You can remove the link at any time 
by clicking on “Revoke,” which is 
found in your College Board account 
settings.
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What Additional 
Resources Will 
Help Me Prepare
for My Future?
• BigFuture™

• College Action Plan
• College Search
• Scholarships
• Financial Aid

• Roadmap to Careers

• Student Search Service®
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BigFuture™—
Search Colleges, 
Scholarships,
and Careers
• Search for colleges.

• Watch videos from real students.

• Hear from education professionals.

• Learn about different colleges.

• Get help paying for college.

• Build a personalized plan for
getting into college.
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Road Map to 
Careers
Roadtrip Nation and College 
Board are partnering to help 
students connect with careers.

• Choose your core interests.

• Watch videos of leaders who share 
your interests.

• Learn about majors and careers that 
align to your interests.

• See examples of leaders who 
followed a similar path.
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Student Search 
Service®

Connects students with 
information about educational 
and financial aid opportunities.

• Participate voluntarily.

• Connect with more than 1,200 colleges, universities, scholarship 
programs, and educational organizations.

• Sign up when you take an assessment in the SAT® Suite:

1. Choose to participate in Student Search Service when registering for 
a College Board test (fill in the circle on the answer sheet). 

2. Provide information about yourself on your answer sheet. 

3. Participating organizations can then search for groups of students 
who may be a good fit. 

4. FYI: The College Board never shares information on disabilities, 
parental education, self-reported parental income, Social Security 
numbers, phone numbers, or actual test scores through Student 
Search Service.
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End of 
Presentation


